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From the Manager's Desk

F r o m  t h e  M a n a g e r ' s  D e s k
S t e v e  C a r r i e r e ,  F L  S A R C  M a n a g e r

W e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a s  w e  d o  o u r
b e s t  t o  r e i n v i g o r a t e  F L  S A R C !  T h a n k  y o u  t o
e v e r y o n e  f o r  y o u r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  a d v i c e
t h e s e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s .  Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  n o t h i n g
s h o r t  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  h e l p f u l
d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .

N o w  t h a t  w e  c r e a t e d  o u r  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e ,
w e ' v e  d i s c u s s e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  i s s u e s ,  r e c e i v e d
h o n e s t  a n d  i n  d e p t h  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  o u r
v o l u n t e e r  s u r v e y s ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  i n s t i t u t i n g
c h a n g e s  -  s o m e  m i n o r  -  s o m e  v e r y  n o t i c e a b l e .
O n e  m a j o r  c h a n g e  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  O P S  l e v e l  r e s p o n d e r s  t o  h a v e
I C S  8 0 0 .  A n o t h e r  c h a n g e  i s  a l r e a d y  h a p p e n i n g
w i t h  o u r  v o l u n t e e r  p r o f i l e  p r o j e c t  -  r e v i e w i n g
a c t i v e  a n d  i n a c t i v e  a c c o u n t s  a n d  d o i n g
o u t r e a c h  w i t h  e v e r y o n e .  F i n a l l y ,  w e  a r e
c h a n g i n g  s o m e  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  -  b e g i n n i n g
1 3  J u n e  w e  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  u s i n g  o u r  o l d
G r a s s h o p p e r  c e l  p h o n e  n u m b e r .  I  c a n  n o w  b e
r e a c h e d  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  n u m b e r ,  w h i c h
w i l l  a l s o  s o o n  b e  S M S / t e x t  c a p a b l e !  T h a n k s  t o
J o r d a n  L e v i n e  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  u p g r a d e  o u r
p h o n e  s y s t e m !

W e  h o p e  y o u  f i n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s
n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e  u s e f u l ,  a n d  t h a t
i t  k e e p s  y o u  i n f o r m e d  a n d  e n g a g e d  w i t h  F L
S A R C .   I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y t h i n g  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  i n
f u t u r e  i s s u e s ,  e m a i l  s c a r r i e r e @ s p c a f l o r i d a . o r g ,
o r  e m a i l  o u r  f r e e l a n c e  c o n t r i b u t o r ,  M a r y
R a i m a n ,  a t  m r a i m a n 1 2 7 @ a o l . c o m

 



   Hurricane Preps - Getting

Ready!
SARC was busy earlier this year locating our

response equipment, inventorying our supplies,

and beginning the process of exercising our tools

and generators to make sure we are ready! In

May we conducted an inventory of our crates and

carriers stored in Bushnell. We still have work to

complete there, as well as at our main campus in

Lakeland.

We will be putting a call out for some weekend

volunteer work opportunities in the next couple of

months. If you have some time and availability,

contact the FL SARC manager, Steve Carriere,

so we can coordinate a day where all of the work

can be knocked out and help improve our

readiness.
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NEWS AND HAPPENINGS

F L  S A R C  S U P P O R T S
H S U S

T h r e e  F L  S A R C  v o l u n t e e r s  h e l p e d  s u p p o r t
H S U S  s h e l t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  i n
F e b r u a r y  t o  s u p p o r t  d a i l y  s h e l t e r  c a r e  f o r
o v e r  1 7 0  c a t s  r e s c u e d  f r o m  a  s e v e r e
h o a r d i n g  s i t u a t i o n .

M o r e  r e c e n t l y  w e  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t
d a i l y  s h e l t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  H S U S  s h e l t e r
f a c i l i t y  i n  H a g e r s t o w n  M D .  H u m a n e  S o c i e t y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s c u e d  o v e r  2 0 0  d o g s  f r o m  a
S o u t h  K o r e a n  d o g  m e a t  f a r m  a n d  t o o k  i n
a d d i t i o n a l  1 0 0 +  d o g s  f r o m  a  h o a r d i n g  c a s e  i n
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .   T w o  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e
s c h e d u l e d  t o  d e p l o y  t o  H a g e r s t o w n  M D  t o
a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e i r  c a r e .

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  H S U S
o p e r a t i o n s ,  h a v e  a  c u r r e n t  F L  S A R C  p r o f i l e
a n d  a r e  A w a r e n e s s  d e p l o y a b l e  ( T e t a n u s  s h o t
w i t h i n  1 0  y e a r s ,  I C S  1 0 0  c e r t i f i c a t e ,
A w a r e n e s s  C l a s s  c e r t i f i c a t e ) ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
t h e  F L  S A R C  m a n a g e r  a n d  p r o v i d e  d a t e s  y o u
a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  H S U S  w i l l  c o v e r  a i r  f a r e ,
m e a l s ,  l o d g i n g ,  a n d  i n c i d e n t a l  e x p e n s e s .

 
 

Our  s tore  l ink  i s
ac t ive  once  aga in !

Head  over  to
 

 www.f l sarc .org/sho
p
 

 or  c l i ck  the  QR
code  be low wi th

your  ce l  phone  or
tab le t  to  see  what ' s

ava i lab le !
 
 

 

SHOP FL SARC!
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S A R C  A N D  F D A C S  -  C O U N T Y  E S F  17  V I S I T S

Beginning  in  May ,  F lor ida ' s  Depar tment  of
Agr icu l ture  and  Consumer  Serv ices ,  a s  par t
of  the  F lor ida  S ta te  Agr icu l tura l  Response
Team (FLSART) ,  began  outreach  to  county
emergency  management  s ta f f  in  an  e f for t  to
rebui ld  re la t ionships  and  share  response
capabi l i t i e s .

The  opportuni ty  to  re- in troduce  FL  SARC
back  in to  the  communi t ies  has  y ie lded  many
pos i t ive  resu l t s .  One  of  the  most  s ign i f i cant
outcomes  i s  the  opportuni ty  to  he lp
count ies  exerc i se  the i r  d i sas ter  she l ter ing
plans ,  spec i f i ca l ly  se t t ing  up  a  pe t  f r iendly
she l ter  in  a  s imula ted ,  but  much smal ler
sca le ,  d i sas ter  scenar io .  

This  wi l l  a l low loca l  governments  to  see
what  the i r  she l ter ing  p lan  might  look  l ike
when a  d i sas ter  or  emergency  h i t s .  More
important ly ,  i t  ge t s  YOU,  our  vo lunteer
base ,  involved  in  he lp ing  these  communi t ies
before  the  b ig  d i sas ter  s t r ikes !  S tay  tuned
for  more  informat ion  on  th i s  potent ia l
opportuni ty !

HERNANDO COUNTY,  31  MAY 2023

ALACHUA COUNTY,  1 7  MAY 2923COLUMBIA COUNTY,  MAY 2023

S A R C  C O U N T Y
V I S I T S  T O  D A T E :

UNION
ALACHUA

GILCHRIST
LEVY

OKEECHOBEE
COLUMBIA
JEFFERSON
HERNANDO

PUTNAM
FLAGLER
WAKULA

LAFAYETTE
LEON



Des iree  l ives  wi th  her  husband and  f lock  of  an imal
k iddos :  ra t s  named Las lzo  and  Nandor ;  Chor iza
Mona ,  a  " f l a tu lent  ve lve ty  teddy  bear  ork " ,
o therwise  known as  an  Engl i sh  Bul ldog ,  and  Bernie
the  " toas ty  marshmal low bage l  80- lb  p i tbu l l " .  I
wonder  why I 'm suddenly  crav ing  s 'mores…

Des i  says  she ' s  "been  an  animal  r ights  ac t iv i s t  and
humani tar ian  s ince  I  was  12  and  channeled  i t  in to
my work  and  l i fe .  I  love  an imals  more  than  people-
yes ,  I  sa id  i t ! "  Des i ' s  warm and enthus ias t i c  vo ice
keeps  her  love  of  an imals  more  than  people  a  we l l
kept  secre t !  A l though she  i s  now a  vegan  res taurant
genera l  manager ,  much of  Des i ' s  pas t  exper ience  has
been  assoc ia ted  wi th  the  an imal  indus try ,  inc luding
ro les  a s :  

an imal  contro l /crue l ty  of f i cer ;  an imal  search  and
rescue ,  ve ter inary  technic ian/ass i s tant ;  behavior i s t ;
fos ter ;  groomer ;  t ra iner ;  adopt ion  counse lor ;
fosp ice ,  and  euthanas ia  technic ian .

Af ter  comple t ing  her  Leve l  1  t ra in ing  in  2019 ,
Des i ree  became a  FL  SARC volunteer ,  a s s i s ted  wi th
da i ly  she l ter ing  care  for  a  loca l  event ,  then
completed  her  Leve l  2  Opera t ions  t ra in ing  in  2020,
jus t  pr ior  to  the  Covid  pandemic .  S ince  then  she  

Our  f i r s t  FLSARC volunteer  spot l ight  fea tures  D e s i r e e  B a u m a n - S m i t h ,  a  37-year-
young  lady  or ig ina l ly  f rom Brooklyn ,  New York .   She  i s  the  younges t  o f  four  s i s ters
and  the  baby  of  the  fami ly ,  but  her  "She-Hulk "  n ickname might  indica te  o therwise !

Mary  Ra iman,  Contr ibut ing  Wri ter

deployed  to  severa l  d i sas ter  and
emergency  s i tes ,  inc luding  Ci t rus  County
FL in  2021 ,  then  supported  ASPCA she l ter
opera t ions  for  the  Kentucky  f loods  in
2022 .  Most  recent ly  Des i  deployed  to
Miss i s s ippi  in  February  to  support
Humane  Soc ie ty  she l ter  care  opera t ions
for  1 70  ca t s  rescued  f rom a  hoarding  case

Other  deployments  inc luded  provid ing
support  for  200+  Chinese-cres ted  and
mixed  breed  dogs  and  200+  ca t s  in
Kentucky .  Some of  her  dut ies  inc luded :
bui ld ing  and  decons truc t ing  cages ,
loading  and  unloading  vehic les ,  wa lk ing
dogs ,  decontaminat ion ,  behavior
eva luat ions ,  and  spending  t ime wi th  ca t s .
A l l  these  dut ies  were  per formed hand- in-
hand wi th  her  FLSARC co l leagues  as  we l l
a s  wi th  o ther  organiza t ions ,  "work ing  as  a
team to  ge t  th ings  done" .

L  t o  R :  D e s i r e e  ( S A R C ) ,  W a n d a  M e r l i n g  ( A S P C A ) ,  A d a m
J a c k s o n  ( S A R C ) ,  T r a v i s  J o n e s  ( S A R C / S P C A )  J u l i e  J o n e s
( S A R C )  a n d  S t e v e  C a r r i e r e  ( S A R C )  s u p p o r t i n g  s h e l t e r i n g

o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 2  K e n t u c k y  F l o o d i n g  D i s a s t e r  
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Our  vo lunteer  adminis t ra tors ,  Pa t ty
Powel l  and  L i sa  Sears-Lowery ,
deserve  a  HUGE shoutout  for
updat ing  vo lunteer  prof i le s ,  near ly
830 "ac t ive "  vo lunteers  and  330
"archived"  vo lunteers  to  da te  .  This  i s
a  HUGE s tep  to  ensur ing  we  deploy
tra ined  vo lunteers  who ARE
deployment  e l ig ib le  -  whether  in  an
Awareness  or  Opera t ions  ro le .   

h t tps : / /www.volg i s t i c s . com/ex2/v icnet .d l l ?FROM=27451

Unfor tunate ly ,  SARC has  los t  many longt ime vo lunteers  due  to  bad  contac t
informat ion .  To  tha t  end ,  hav ing  correc t   documenta t ion  -  contac t ,
vacc inat ion ,  AND tra in ing  -  wi l l  he lp  make  i t  easy  for  you  to  deploy .  We are
working  hard  to  ensure  our  procedures  and  requirements  are  CONSISTENT -
whether  we  support  emergency  or  d i sas ter  response  here  a t  home,  or  provide
rescue  par tners  na t ionwide ,  such  as  HSUS or  ASPCA,  wi th  t ra ined  vo lunteers .  

When we  annota te  you  as  hav ing  completed  ICS  100 ,  for  example ,  you  wi l l  now
have  your  ICS  cer t i f i ca te  up loaded  and  saved  in  the  document  tab  of  your
prof i le   -  once  we  rece ive  i t .  There  wi l l  a l so  be  a  f l ag  annota t ion  in  your
prof i le  so  i t  can  be  t ied  to  your  documents .  See  the  image  to  the  upper  r ight .
To  ensure  current  documents  are  added  to  your  prof i le ,  emai l  them to
volunteer@f l sarc .org .  

About  90%  of  the  pr ior  c la s s  f i l e s  we  have  in  our  records  are  now c loud  s tored .
Those  same l inks  wi l l  soon  be  added  to  as  many vo lunteer  prof i le s  a s  poss ib le .
This  wi l l  he lp  a l lev ia te  some of  the  document  burden  on  you .  Our
adminis t ra tors  are  s t i l l  correc t ing  a  wide  var ie ty  of  o ther  responses  and  i s sues
as  we  a t tempt  to  f ix  what  was  wrong ,  so  p lease  he lp  us  he lp  you  as  we  work  to
get  cons i s tency  in  our  adminis t ra t ion  and  your  t ra in ing .  

 H o w  c a n  y o u  h e l p  u s  h e l p  y o u ?  W h a t  s h o u l d  y o u  s e n d ?

Have  an  ACTIVE Volg i s t i c s  Prof i le !  Go  to  th i s  l ink :

Update  any  informat ion ,  inc luding  emai l ,  contac t  informat ion ,  address ,
vacc inat ion  dates ,  e tc .  Ensure  i t  i s  current  so  you  ge t  updated  informat ion  and
deployment  opportuni t ies  f rom SARC.  I f  you  respond to  a  deployment  reques t
and  your  informat ion  i s  not  updated ,  we  wi l l  work  wi th  you  to  ge t  what  needs
to  be  updated  before  you  deploy .  

Next ,  in  your  prof i le s ,  you  can  add  any  vo lunteer  hours ,  add  t ra in ing ,
document  contr ibut ions  in  your  communi ty  or  wi th  FL  SARC!  Use  the  drop
down menu to  se lec t  the  ac t iv i ty ,  then  enter  your  da te  and  t ime:

Volunteer Profiles Updates

F l a g  a n n o t a t i o n s  e x a m p l e  i n  o n e  v o l g i s t i c s  p r o f i l e

FL SARC NEWS ISSUE 805



These  updates  are  VERY important !  They  he lp  t rack  how much va lue
your  contr ibut ions  are  worth  to  the  communi ty  AND he lp  loca l
government  meet  the i r  25%  d i sas ter  cos t  ob l iga t ions .  I t  a l so  he lps  us
determine  your  exper ience  es sent ia l  to  deploying  you  in  more
important  ro les !  

I f  you  are  not  sure  about  your  prof i le  or  need  to  have  your  access
rese t ,  contac t  S teve ,  the  FL  SARC Manager ,
scarr iere@spcaf lor ida .org .
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S ince  our  l a s t  news le t te r ,  FL  SARC t rave led  ex tens i ve l y  th roughout  the  s ta te
conduct ing  our  Awareness  and  Opera t ions  courses .  Congra tu la t ions  to  ove r
60  s tudents  who took  our  courses  and  a re  now e l ig ib le  to  dep loy  as  FL  SARC
responders !  A  HUGE shoutout  goes  ou t  to  our  ins t ruc to rs  Andy  Bass ,  K r i s t i
Ka lkov ic ,  Miche le  Newton ,  Dawn Eyes tone ,  B i l l y  Jean  Schanen ,  and  Cons ie
Von Gonta rd  fo r  the i r  e f fo r t s  in  he lp ing  our  t r a in ing  cont inue !

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ! ! !

M A R C H  5 - 7  
 

C O L L I E R  C O U N T Y
A w a r e n e s s  -  L e v e l  1

 
B r i a n  S p e i g h t  

J e s s i c a  J o h n s o n
L i s a  K a s p e r e k  
J o n e e '  W i l l e t t e
S i d n e y  C r a m e r  

P a t t i  G r a v e s
E u l e n e  C h e n  

B r i d g e t  B a n n o n
T w y l a  L e i g h  

K a r e n  R e n e z k o w s k i
D e e  L a m b

 
O p e r a t i o n s  L e v e l  2

 
L i z  C o n t r e r a s  

J e s s i c a  J o h n s o n
L i s a  K a s p a r e k  

P a t t i  G r a v e s
S i d n e y  C r a m e r

M A R C H  1 1
 

S A R A S O T A  C A T  D E P O T
A w a r e n e s s  -  L e v e l  1

 
J e f f  D o n a h u e
D e r e k  B a l b o a

B a r b a r a  H e n d e r s o n
J o r d a n  M o b e r g

L i l i a n a  V a s q u e z - L o j e
N i k k i  W e a v e r

 
 

M A R C H  2 5 - 2 6
 

F L A G L E R  H U M A N E
S O C I E T Y

O p e r a t i o n s  -  L e v e l  2
 

D a v i d  B a r t l e t t
P a t t i  P o w e l l

M i r a n d a  L u c a s
 

A P R I L  1 5
 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  F L
A w a r e n e s s  -  L e v e l  1

 
J u d i  W i l k i n s o n

J e n n i f e r  M e i s t e r
D y l a n  W u l f  M i c h a l

L o p e z - R e y e s
A l i c i a  D e a s e

 S h a w n  R i g g i n s
K r i s t i n a  G e r b e r s

 D r e w  S e a r l e s
J a n  M a c L e a n

 
 
 

A P R I L  2 2 - 2 3
 

S A R A S O T A  C A T  D E P O T
O p e r a t i o n s  -  L e v e l  2

 
J e f f  D o n a h u e
B r i a n  S p e i g h t
E m i l y  M o r r i s

D i a n a  L a w h o r n
E m i l y  G r o e n v e l d

 
 
 

M A Y  2 0 - 2 1

S T .  L U C I E  E M E R G E N C Y
O P E R A T I O N S

O P E R A T I O N S  -  L E V E L  2

D e b o r a h  B e m b r y
T a m a r a  Y o u n g - E c k

J u l i a  Y o u n g
B r o g a n  S u b l e t t

A s h l e y  C o o k

M A Y  2 6
 

S P C A  F L O R I D A
A w a r e n e s s  -  L e v e l  1

L a n i  K u r t z
A s h l e y  S h a l a c k
N e p h a l i  P e r e z

C a r l o s  M a r t i n e z
S h e l l e y  T h a y e r

A m a n d a  R i c h m o n d
K r i s t i n  R e i h e r
S a n d i  P a r e d a

M a r t i n  O ' k e e f e
B r i d g e t  K l e i n

H e a t h e r  H a p p y
C l a r i a  G a l b r a i t h

J e s s i c a  E v e r y
J o h n  D o u g l a s

Y a s h i r a  C o r d e r o
S p e n c e r  C o n o v e r

S a r a h  C a p r i o
O d e l i a  B a z a
R o n  A l t m a n

K a r i e  A l b r i g h t
 
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming Training
NEW ONLINE AWARENESS LEVEL 1  COURSES!  USE THE PROMO CODE

R E S C U E  TO TAKE $10  OFF YOUR REGISTRATION!  
 

SCAN THE QR CODE OR GO TO WWW.FLSARC.ORG/TRAINING TO FIND
THE CLASS CALENDAR AND REGISTER!

LEVEL 2  BAY COUNTY
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